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Preface 

DECnet-DOS is a communications software product that lets you use your 
personal computer in a DECnet network. DECnet-DOS Version 2.0 runs on 
supported IBM personal computer systems and compatibles using the PC 
DOS operating system and on Digital Equipment Corporation's VAXmate 
workstation using the MS-DOS operating system. For a list of all supported 
personal computers, including IBM compatibles, and supported operating 
systems, see the DECnet-DOS Software Product Description 55.15.xx or DECnet­
VAXmate Software Product Description 55.05.xx. 

Manual Objectives 

DECnet-DOS Getting Started provides an overview of the DECnet-DOS prod­
uct and introduces the various DECnet-DOS utilities. This guide does not 
describe the hardware and software installation procedures. You should in­
stall DECnet-DOS before reading this manual. To install DECnet-DOS, refer 
to the DECnet-DOS Installation Guide or the DECnet-VAXmate Installation Guide. 

Intended Audience 

New DECnet-DOS users who may be unfamiliar with networking concepts 
and terminology should read this manual. This manual assumes that the 
user is familiar with personal computers and has a working knowledge of 
basic MS-DOS commands. 

Structure of This Manual 

This manual consists of three chapters: 

■ Chapter 1 introduces DECnet-DOS and defines basic concepts within a 
DECnet environment. 
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■ Chapter 2 introduces the DECnet-DOS utilities. 

■ Chapter 3 describes how to use the DECnet-DOS menu-driven user in­
terface. 

Graphic Conventions 

The following graphic conventions are used in this manual: 

Convention 

Special type 

COMmand 

UPPERCASE 

Lowercase italics 

Associated Documents 

Meaning 

This special type Indicates examples of sys­
tem output or user input. System output is 
in black; user input is in red. 

Represents acceptable abbreviations, for ex­
ample DELete. 

Uppercase in commands and examples in­
dicates that you should enter the characters 
as shown. 

Lowercase italics in commands and exam­
ples indicate that either the system supplies 
or you should supply a value. 

Indicates that you should press the specified 
key. !CTRL/xl indicates that you should hold 
down the I CTRLI key while you press the li] 
key, where xis a letter. Note that unless 
otherwise specified, you should end every 
command line by pressing the !RETURN! 
key. 

You should have the following documents available for reference: 

■ DECnet-DOS Installation Guide or DECnet-VAXmate Installation Guide 

■ DECnet-DOS User's Guide 

■ DECnet-DOS Programmer's Reference Manual 

■ Any introductory manuals for your computer 
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Introducing DECnet-DOS 

1.1 What Is DECnet? 

DECnet is Digital' s family of software and hardware communications prod­
ucts that let users of various Digital and other vendor computer systems 
participate in a computer network. DECnet's peer-to-peer network environ­
ment allows any computer (or node) to communicate with every other node 
in the network without consulting a central controlling node. In this envi­
ronment, each node is equally responsive to user requests, allowing network 
users to easily gain access to applications and facilities on other nodes. This 
simplifies communications and data handling, and provides flexibility when 
configuring a network. 

DECnet software, located on each system in a DECnet network, provides 
users with an interface that extends their computer's operating system. This 
network interface lets users communicate and share resources with other 
users in the DECnet network. Users in a network can exchange information, 
files, and programs. 

Digital provides DECnet software for different operating systems, including: 

■ DECnet-VAX for VAX computers running the V AXNMS operating sys­
tem. 

■ DECnet-ULTRIX for VAX computers running the ULTRIX operating sys­
tem. 

■ DECnet-DOS for IBM personal computers and supported compatibles 
running the PC DOS or MS-DOS operating system. 

Refer to your software product description for a specific list of sup­
ported personal computers and operating systems. 
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■ DECnet-VAXmate for Digital's VAXmate workstation, running MS-DOS. 

Figure 1-1 illustrates a sample DECnet network. 

Figure 1-1: A Sample DECnet Network 

PC VAXmate • • • PC 

PC 

PC 

LEGEND 

~ ROUTING NODE DEM PR I E1HERNET MUL TIPORT REPEATER 

~END NODE 
-------- ASYCHRONOUS LINE 

-z-- ASYNCHRONOUS TELEPHONE LINE 

LKG-1569-66 
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Figure 1-1 introduces several terms that define computers in the context of a 
DECnet network: 

■ A DECnet routing node can receive and forward information from one 
node to another. 

■ An end node can only receive information for its own use; it cannot 
receive and then fonvard information intended for another node. All 
DECnet-DOS nodes are end nodes and can communicate with any 
other node in the DECnet network because they are either physically 
or logically connected to a routing node. 

■ A local node is the node you are physically working on when you enter 
commands. 

■ A remote node is any node in the network other than your local node. 

■ An executor node is the node from which you perform network man­
agement functions. For DECnet-DOS, the executor node is your local 
node. 

1.2 What is DECnet-DOS? 

DECnet-DOS is DECnet software that lets supported personal computers, 
running the MS-DOS or PC DOS operating system, participate in a DECnet 
network. DECnet-DOS consists of a set of software components, or mod­
ules, that work with your operating system. Table 1-1 lists some of the tasks 
you can accomplish with DECnet-DOS utilities. 
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Table 1-1: What You Can Do With DECnet-DOS 

If You Want to 

Emulate a VT200 terminal to directly access a 
VAX and run VMS applications 

Test and maintain your network configuration 

Monitor your PC from another system 

Share hardware peripherals 

Exchange files with other users 

Send electronic mail 

Back up files from the PC to another DECnet 
node 

Access your PC from a remote terminal or an­
other PC 

Create applications that communicate with appli­
cations on remote nodes 

Use This Utility 

Network Virtual Terminal 
(SETH OST) 

Network Control Program 
(NCP) 

Network Management Listener 
(NML) 

Network Virtual Disk (NVD) 
Network Virtual Printer (NVP) 

Network File Access (NFT) 
Transparent File Access (TFA) 

Mail Sender 

Network Virtual Disk (NVD) 

Job Spawner (SPAWNER) 
File Access Listener (FAL) 
Network File Transfer (NFT) 

DECnet-DOS programming 
interfaces 

Turn to Chapter 2 for more information about DECnet-DOS utilities. 
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DECnet-DOS Utilities 

This chapter provides a brief overview of the DECnet-DOS utilities. For de­
tailed information about using these utilities, refer to the DECnet-DOS User's 
Guide. 

2.1 User Interfaces 

All DECnet-DOS utilities share a DOS-like command-line interface, making 
it easy for you to run, use, and exit from any utility. Each DECnet-DOS util­
ity also provides on-line help explaining command parameters, syntax, or 
usage. 

DECnet-DOS also provides a menu-driven interface that makes it easy to run 
your DECnet-DOS software. With DECnet-DOS Menus, there is no need 
to memorize command parameters or syntax. Refer to Chapter 3 for help 
getting started with DECnet-DOS Menus. 

2.2 Emulating a Terminal 

The DECnet-DOS virtual terminal utility (SETHOST) provides your PC with 
terminal emulation capabilities in a wide area and Ethernet local area net­
work. These emulation capabilities include: 

■ VT220 emulation for IBM PC and supported compatibles 

■ VT240 emulation, with full graphics capability,for VAXmate worksta­
tions 
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With SETHOST, your PC can connect to a remote host by emulating a 
VT200-series terminal to utilize the resources of a larger system. For exam­
ple, if you need to run VAX/VMS applications, your PC can emulate a VT220 
terminal to connect to a remote VAX. 

SETHOST offers a choice of different connection types. You can establish 
an asynchronous terminal connection through your PC's communications 
port or establish multiple network terminal sessions by using LAT or CTERM 
network protocols. 

SETHOST provides: 

■ Support for VT200-series Set-Up screens you use to customize your 
terminal emulation environment. SETHOST makes it easy to save the 
terminal characteristics that you set. 

■ The ability to create and maintain up to four multiple sessions. A sim­
ple control key sequence lets you move easily between active sessions. 

■ The ability to create a new DOS process so you can perform a local task 
and then return to your terminal session where you left off. 

■ A script language you can use to create scripts. A script is a text file 
that contains commands to allow SETHOST to perform many opera­
tions automatically. For example, you can write a script to: 

1. Log into a VAX system using a network LAT connection 

2. Read any new mail messages 

3. Store the new messages in a file 

4. Print the file 

5. Log out 

2.3 Sending Mail 

The DECnet-DOS Mail utility lets you send electronic mail to other users in 
the DECnet network. You can send messages you create with any text editor, 
or send existing documents or files. An initialization file lets you personalize 
your Mail environment. You can supply: 

■ A node address where you can receive mail replies and carbon copies 

■ A default node name 

2-2 DECnet-DOS Getting Started 



■ The name of the text editor you use for creating messages 

■ A personal message to appear in the mail header 

2.4 · Accessing Remote Files 

With the DECnet-DOS Network File Transfer (NF1) utility, you can use the 
NFT COPY command to transfer sequential ASCII and binary files between 
your personal computer and another DECnet node. 

DECnet software components handle the conversion of files, during transfer 
operations, to a format usable on your PC. For example, NFT converts the 
remote ASCII text file into a DOS stream file that you can use at your PC. 
NFT then converts the DOS stream file back to ASCII before returning it to 
the remote node. 

2.5 Sharing Network Resources 

DECnet-DOS provides utilities that let you share network resources. These 
utilities include: 

■ The Network Device Utility (NDU)-controls access to remote printers 
and remote disks. 

■ The File Access Listener (FAL)-provides the means for users on re­
mote nodes to access the disks and files on your PC. 

■ The Job Spawner-enables your PC to perform multiple service func­
tions. 

2.5.1 Using Network Devices 

The NDU utility lets you control remote printers and disks as if they were 
additional local devices physically attached to your personal computer. 

Virtual disks are files that appear as logical disks to the PC user. The abil­
ity to name virtual disks is useful for providing extra storage or a target for 
backing up local files. Data back-up and security of your PC database can be 
provided centrally by your VAX/VMS file storage system. 
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NDU allows you to create a network disk by assigning a local DOS de­
vice name (such as F:) to a file on a remote system. You can then perform 
standard DOS 1/0 operations to this virtual disk as if it were a local hard­
disk. You can open up to four network (virtual) disks at one time. Multiple 
DECnet-DOS nodes can simultaneously access the same virtual disk but 
DECnet-DOS ensures that the access for the shared disk is read-only. 

NDU also allows you to assign a local device name to a remote printer. You 
can then direct output to the virtual network device by specifying the device 
identifier, such as NPRN: or LPTl:. This sends the data to a file located on 
the remote node. When you close the connection with NDU, the file will be 
queued to the remote system's printer. 

2.5.2 Your PC as a Server 

DECnet's File Access Listener (FAL) server software lets you access your 
personal computer's file resources from a remote terminal that is connected 
to a DECnet node or from another personal computer. You place your PC 
in a listening state by running the FAL software. Then, from a remote termi­
nal or PC, you can use the Network File Transfer (NFT) utility to copy files, 
list directories, and/or type files that reside on the first PC. The normal DOS 
output which result from these commands will appear on the remote termi­
nal's screen. 

For example, you can start FAL on your office PC before leaving for the 
evening. If you need to continue work on an important memo later that 
evening, you can issue NFT commands, from a PC at home, to locate and 
copy the text file from the office PC. After completing edits to the file, you 
can transfer it back to the office PC. In this example, the home PC accesses 
the network using an asynchronous DECnet communications link. 

FAL receives file access requests from a remote node and translates them 
into DOS system calls. After you start it, FAL checks for appropriate access 
control information, and if valid, translates the requests to send or receive 
data. FAL can simultaneously accept requests from multiple nodes. 

2.5.3 Spawning Multiple Services 

2-4 

With the Job Spawner utility running, your PC acts as a server, perform-
ing multiple service functions for remote systems. When you start the Job 
Spawner it "listens" for connection requests from other network nodes. 
These requests may include requests to access certain DECnet-DOS utilities 
such as FAL or the DECnet Test Receiver. When the Job Spawner receives 
a connection request, it starts the appropriate utility to service that request. 
When the requested activity is complete, the Job Spawner continues to listen 
for other connection requests. 
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2.6 Managing and Monitoring Your Network Software 

The Network Control Program (NCP) is a DECnet-DOS utility you use to 
manage your network software. You can use NCP to: 

■ Set up your PC as a DECnet end node 

■ Maintain and update your node's DECnet databases 

■ Monitor your node's operation in the network 

■ Diagnose and solve communication problems 

At installation time, the DECnet-DOS installation procedure (DIP) prompts 
you for information about your node name and address. DIP runs NCP com­
mands for you that define your node and start the network software for you. 
You only need to use NCP at this point if you want to modify or add node 
information, or to troubleshoot your network operation. 

Refer to the DECnet-DOS Nehvork Management Guide for more information 
about when and how to use NCP commands. 

2.7 Task-to-Task Network Programming 

DECnet-DOS offers programming interfaces that let you enhance DECnet's 
task-to-task communication capabilities. You can create network task-to-task 
applications that suit your specific needs. Programmers, for example, can 
take advantage of the VAX's computational power by passing problems to a 
subroutine on the VAX, with results returned to the PC-based program. 

DECnet-DOS provides a programming library of subroutines a programmer 
can use to write task-to-task applications. A program can access these sub­
routines through C or MACRO Assembly system calls. Your DECnet-DOS 
Kit provides source files you can use to build a programming library. 

The DECnet-DOS programming interface offers different levels of entry to 
the network software for network programmers. The interface you choose 
depends upon several factors, including: 

■ The type of task you want your program to complete. 

■ Whether you are modifying an existing program or creating a new pro­
gram. 

■ The level of control over the communications process that you want 
your program to have. 
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■ The programming language you want to use. 

■ Your programming skill knowledge of DOS and of DECnet networking 
concepts. 

DECnet-DOS also provides a NETBIOS emulation interface for network 
applications. NETBIOS is an industry standard session-layer interface de­
veloped by IBM for network applications that are written to use IBM's PC 
LAN program. With the DECnet-DOS NETBIOS emulation installed on your 
PC, your industry-standard NETBIOS applications can communicate over a 
DECnet network. 

For more information about network programming with DECnet-DOS, refer 
to the DECnet-DOS Programmer's Reference Manual. 

DECnet-DOS Getting Started 
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Using DECnet-DOS Menus 

The DECnet-DOS menu-driven interface makes it easy for you to get started 
with the DECnet-DOS software. You simply run DECnet-DOS Menus and 
make selections. Menus runs the appropriate DECnet-DOS utility, building 
the command lines for you. 

This chapter provides you with the information you need to use DECnet­
DOS Menus. 

3.1 How Menus Works 

There are two major types of menus in the DECnet-DOS Menus utility. One 
is a menu that gives you a list of items to select from, as follows: 

line: 14:JJ:U4 -lltl:net-uu~ llenus Ul .U.UJ 

I I · in enu 1- e P, - preu screen 
, - I 

w;m 
il~~~ss Het.,ork Files • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • HFT .EXE> 
Function as a Te1·111inal • • • • • • • • • • • • • SETHOST .EXE) 
Hettm,·k Printers and/or Disks • • • • • • HDU .EXE) 
Display Hehmrk lnfor111ation • • • • • • • • HCP .EXE) 
Change Het1•mrk lnfor111ation • • • • • • • • • HCP .EXE) 
Send Mail .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. .. .. • • MAIL.EXE) 
lest Het.,ork ••••••••••••••••••••••• HCP.EXE) 

II ate: I ue liar ll 

r:~~~~;e I~~~:~~~ ~:~~:~~~.:::::::::: m :mJ SPAIIHER .EXE, DTR .EXE) 
Pass Co111111and To DOS ••• •••• ••••••••• COlll1AHD.COl1 !pass co111riand)) 
Invoke DOS Co111111and Processor ••••••• COl111AHD.COl1 ne., process]) 
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The second type is a fill-in menu. This menu leaves blank spaces for you to 
fill in, as shown here. 

fi111e: 14:311:13 Dll:net-l>OS He nus U:l .ll.l'IJ Date: I ue Har ;n 
enu - e CA - prPu screen 

HFT C rY .,1 , 

Enter the Hane of the Source File to Copy: 

Press TAB to Toggle Behieen Hew and Alternate Co111111and Lines 

Alternate Co111111and Line: 

To Execute DOS Co111111ands COPY, TYPE,_DIRd etc or batch files 
!Jrecede the co111111and with COHl1Rnu /C 
Exa111ple: COl1HRHD /C DIR C:•.• 

With the first menu type, the Menus utility provides default values. If you 
want to use the default item, all you need to do is to press I RETURN! to select 
it. If you want another choice, use the arrow keys to move the cursor to the 
item you want to select, then press I RETURN! to make your selection. 

For fill-in menus, you type information as prompted and use !TAB! to move 
from one field to the next. After you fill in the required field, press I RETURN I. 

For a list of special keys you can use with DECnet-DOS Menus, see Table 3-1. 
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Table 3-1: Special Keys 

Use This Key 

Arrow Keys 

I RETURN! 

IESC! 

ICTRL/Cj 

!TAB! 

!Delete! 

! Insert! (Editing 
Keypad) 

!Home! (Editing 
Keypad) 

!End! (Editing 
Keypad) 

When You Want to 

Move through menu items. Also for editing command lines or 
fields in fill-in menus. 

Make a selection or command take effect. 

Return to the previous screen. Also, to cancel a command or 
selection. 

Get on-line HELP. 

Exit from Menus. 

Toggle back and forth between fields in a fill-in menu. 

Delete a character or characters while editing fields or com­
mand lines in a fill-in menu. 

Enable the insert editing mode while editing fields or command 
lines in a fill-in menu. Overstike is the default editing mode. 

Move the cursor to the beginning of the line while editing fields 
or command lines in a fill-in menu. 

Move the cursor to the end of the line while editing fields or 
command lines in a fill-in menu. 

Notice that both menu types display a highlighted title bar near the top of 
your screen. The first line of the title bar displays the menu title. For exam­
ple, "Main Menu" or "NFT COPY menu." The second line of the title bar 
displays the command line that Menus builds for you. Menus uses this com­
mand line to run the appropriate DECnet-DOS utility. For example, the sec­
ond line in the title bar of the NFT COPY Menu could read "NFT COPY" 
-the beginning of a COPY command line. 
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3.2 Starting DECnet-DOS Menus 

3-4 

To run DECnet-DOS Menus, type the following at the DOS prompt: 

C> DECNET [Eil] 

The DECnet-DOS banner appears on your screen. Press I RETURN I to display 
the Main menu. 

li111e: 14:l3:U4 IJlCnet-lJUS Henus U2.U.UU IJate: I ue Har 22 

ain enu - e p, - preu screen 

~ 
~~~~ss Hetwork Files • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • HFT .EXE) 
Function as a Ter111inal ••••••••••••• SETHOST.EXE) 
Het11ork Printers and/or Disks • • • • • • HOU .EXE! 
Display Hetwork lnfor111ation • • • • • • • • HCP .EXE 
Change Hetwork lnfor111ation ••••••••• HCP.E.<E 
Send Hail • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • HAIL.EX ) 
Test Hetwork ••••••••••••••••••••••• HFCAPL •• EE~fE_.)J SPAl·IHER.E"E, DTR.E"E) Receiue lnco111ing Requests.......... n n n 
Exercise Hehmrk • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • DTS. EXE 
Pass Co111111and To DOS •••••••••••••••• COtn1AHD.COH [pass co111111and]) 
lnuoke DOS Co111111and Processor • • • • • • • COl·R1AHD.COH [new process]) 

When the Main menu appears, you will see your cursor positioned on the 
first option, "Help." Notice that "Help" is highlighted. This means that 
"Help" is the default selection on your Main menu. If you want to use help, 
all you have to do is press IRETURNI. 

If, however, you want to choose something else, use [ill to move your cursor 
down to the option you want, then press I RETURN!. 

For example, if you want to send electronic mail to a user on a remote 
DECnet node, use [ill to move the cursor to the line that reads "Send Mail" 
and press I RETURN!. 

A new menu appears as follows: 
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lir.e: US :59 :SY IJECnet-DUS Henus U2.U.UU Date: Wed Har 16 

1 , _ ,un enu - e,iJ:f½ - preu screen 

Press RETURN to continue: -

When you press !RETURNI, Menus will start the DECnet-DOS Mail Sender 
utility. You see the following on your screen. 

lir.e: 14:41 :JY IJtCnet-llUS tlenus U2.U.UU I/ate: lue 11ar 22 
~Clock Disabled1----------------oate Disabled. 

Press RETURN to continue: 

MAIL> -
HAIL - DECnet-DOS Hail Utility - U2.0 

Your cursor is positioned after the MAIL> prompt. You can use the mail 
utility as you normally would. If you are not familiar with the DECnet-DOS 
Mail Sender utility, you should refer to the DECnet-DOS User's Guide for 
more information. 

When you are finished sending mail, type EXIT at the MAIL> prompt, then 
press !RETURN! to return to Menus. 
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3.3 Getting Help 

3-6 

You can access on-line HELP while using DECnet-DOS Menus in two differ­
ent ways. One way is by selecting the Help option at the Main menu. The 
following Help menu appears on your screen when you select the Help op­
tion. 

UlCnet-DUS Menus U2.U.UU llate: I ue Mar 22 

e p enu - e p, - preu screen 

rr.:uua,■ .... ~•~-~£cess1n\;;;wor 1les ••••••••••••••••••• 
DECnet Test Sender •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DfCnet Test Receiuer •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Displaying and Changing Network Jnfornation 
File Access Listener •••••••••••••••••••••• 
~~~~~~&~~n~rf~t:r!e~~~,~~ Disks·::::::::::: 
Transparent Task Control •••••••••••••••••• 
Sending Mail •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Spawning lnconing Requests •••••••••••••••• 
Passing Connands to DOS ••••••••••••••••••• 
lnuoke DOS Connand Processor •••••••••••••• 

Use the arrow keys to make your selection. 

NFT.l:XEI DJS.EXE 
DTR.EXE 
HCP.EXE 
~~~H~~~.EXE) 
NDU.EXEl TNT .EXE 
MAil.EX ) 
SPAWNER.EXE) 
COMHAND .COM (pass connand]) 
COMMAND.COM net, process]) 

You can also access on-line HELP for individual items in a menu by press­
ing ITII. For example, if you want to display network information about your 
node and need help remembering what information is stored in the the per­
manent database, you can: 

Use [ill to move the cursor to the Permanent Network Information line. 

I ine: ll5 :59 :59 IJECnet-LIUS Menus 0:.1.U.Ull Date: Wed Mar 1& 

ow oca eAote enu - e p, - preu rscreen 
• NCP 

Return to Hain Menu 
Displa11 Eue~t lo ing 
WALf1®fl■l~ffll•~uhlilll1MillYAuhiit411Wfflufflm1 eno e etwor n orna ion 
Read log 
Tenporary Nehmrk lnfornation (uolatile database) 
Pass Connand to DOS 
lnuoke DOS Connand Processor 
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Press [I] and read the help display that appears as follows: 

I i.,e, 14:51 :41 111:Cnet-DUS Menus u:r.li.UO ·oate: Tue Har 22 
~Clock Disablell-------------------oate Disabled. 

HELP is available for the follo,iing LIST co.,nands: 

LIST nccESS LIST CIRCUIT 
LIST LIHE LIST HODE 
LIST REIIOTE-ADAPTER-HAME 

Status display successful. 

Press RETURH to continue: -

LI ST EXECUTOR 
LIST OBJECT 

LIST KHO\IN 

Return to the NCP menu and proceed with the SHOW procedure. 

3.4 Passing Commands to DOS 

You can issue commands, such as COPY, TYPE, or DIRECTORY, to the DOS 
operating system from DECnet-DOS Menus. The option "Pass Command To 
DOS" is available in every list-type menu as shown here. 

DECnet-DOS Menus U2.D.DD 

1 1 a1.n enu - e p,. 1 - preu screen 

I I 
Help 
Quit 
Access Hehmrk Files ••••••••••••••• 
Function as a Ter.,inal ••••••••••••• 
Het,iork Printers and/or Disks •••••• 
Display Hehmrk lnfor.,ation ••••••.• 
Change Hettmrk lnfor.,ation ••••••••• 
Send Hail •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Test Hett,ork ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

HFT.EXE) 
SETHOST.EXE) 
HDU.EXEl HCP .EXE 
HCP .EXE 
MAIL.EX ) 
HCP .EXE> 

Date: Tue Har 22 

~~~~~i~e•~~~:~~~ ~~~~~~~~.:::::::::: t~~:~~~J SPRIINER.EXE, DTR.EXE) 
, II I I., 

If you select the "Pass Command" option, the following fill-in menu appears 
on your screen. 
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li10e: 14:58:SK l>ECnet-DliS Men-us 02 .0.00 - Date: rue Mar 22 

ain enu - e P, - preu screen 

Enter Co1010and Line to be executed: 

Press TAB to Toggle Between tfe~, and Alternate Co1010and Lines 

Alternate Co11110and Line: 

To Execute DOS Co111111ands COPYd TYPE,_DIRd etc or batch files 
~recede the co111111and with COMMAnu /C 
Exa111ple: COHl1AtfD /C Din C:•.• 

This fill-in menu provides two boxes for you to fill. The first box is blank 
and labeled with the instruction: 

Enter Command Line to be executed: 

This is where you type the DOS command you want to issue. Press !RETURN! 
when you are finished entering the command. 

DOS processes the command and returns results to your screen. Press 
!RETURN! to continue using Menus. 

The second box, labeled "Alternate Command Line" appears in all fill-in 
menus. This box always displays the last command you issued. You can use 
jTABI to move the cursor back and forth between the two boxes. 

3.5 Spawning Another DOS Session 

3-8 

In addition to passing one command at a time to the DOS operating sys­
tem, you can start a new DOS session from DECnet-DOS Menus. The 
option "Invoke DOS Command Processor" is available in every list-type 
menu. If you select this option, Menus invokes the DOS command proces­
sor COMMAND.COM to start a new DOS session. The following appears 
on your screen: 
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Type EXIT to Return to DECnet-DOS Menus 

The IBM Personal Computer DOS 
Version 3,2 (C)Copyright International Business Machine Corp 1981, 1986 

(C)Copyright Microsoft Corp 1981, 1986 

C:\> 

The DOS prompt appears after the copyright text. You can enter any DOS 
command or run other programs. Do not, however, try to run DECNET or 
any terminate-and-stay-resident task, from the spawned process. When you 
finish, remember to type EXIT at the DOS prompt to return to Menus. 

3.6 Understanding Messages 

While using DECnet-DOS Menus, you may receive status or error messages. 
These messages are generated either by the Menus utility itself, or by the 
DECnet-DOS utility that Menus runs for you. 

For example, Menus displays messages that tell you what to do next, such 
as: 

■ Please Press Up-Arrow, Down-Arrow or RETURN 

■ Press RETURN to continue: 

■ Type EXIT to return to DECnet-DOS Menus 

Menus also displays informational messages, including: 

■ Status display successful 

■ Status display failed 

DECnet-DOS utilities may return messages that indicate an error condition. 
For example: 

■ From NFT: Error: File not found: filename.ext 

■ From NCP: Could not find node name with node address = 55.10 

If you receive messages that indicate an error condition, you should refer to 
the DECnet-DOS User's Guide or the DECnet-DOS Network Management Guide 
for an explanation and for information about what you should do next. 
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HOW TO ORDER ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

DIRECT TELEPHONE ORDERS I 
In Continental USA 
and Puerto Rico 
call 800-258-1710 

In Canada 
call 800-267-6146 

In New Hampshire 
Alaska or Hawaii 
call 603-884-6660 

ELECTRONIC ORDERS (U.S. ONLY) 

Dial BOO-DEC-DEMO with any VT100 or VT200 
compatible terminal and a 1200 baud modem. 
If you need assistance, call 1-800-DIGITAL. 

DIRECT MAIL ORDERS (U.S. and Puerto Rico*) 

DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 
P.O. Box CS2008 

Nashua, New Hampshire 03061 

DIRECT MAIL ORDERS (Canada) 

DIGITAL EQUIPMENT OF CANADA LTD. 
940 Belfast Road 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1 G 4C2 
Attn: A&SG Business Manager 

INTERNATIONAL 

DIGITAL 
EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 

A&SG Business Manager 
c/o Digital's local subsidiary 

or approved distributor 

Internal orders should be placed through the Software Distribution Center (SOC), 
Digital Equipment Corporation, Westminster, Massachusetts 01473 

* Any prepaid order from Puerto Rico must be placed 
with the Local Digital Subsidiary: 

809-754-7575 





READER'S COMMENTS 

DECnet-DOS 
Getting Started 
M-EV70C-TV 

What do you think of this manual? Your comments and suggestions will help us to improve 
the quality and usefulness of our publications. 

Please rate this manual: 
Poor Excellent 

Accuracy 1 2 3 4 5 
Readability 1 2 3 4 5 
Examples 1 2 3 4 5 
Organization 1 2 3 4 5 
Completeness 1 2 3 4 5 

Did you find errors in this manual? If so, please specify the error(s) and page number(s). 

General comments: 

Suggestions for improvement: 

Name _____________ Date ____________ _ 

Title Department ___________ _ 

Company Street ___________ _ 

City _______ State/Country _______ Zip Code ______ _ 
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